
VIDEO NEWS 

PAST,  PRESENT (ALWAYS THE BEST TENSE) 
AND FUTURE



People used to watch 
the news at the movies



Today you can still watch 
the news at the movies...



Reports of (TV news’) 
death have been greatly 

exaggerated.
-Mark Twain, sort of



STATE OF THE NEWS 
MEDIA 2015 

Pew Research Center
• Second straight year of audience growth in 

network TV news (5 % evening,  2 % 
morning.

• Combined average evening news viewership  
about 24 million

• Local tv news up slightly



VIDEO is where it’s at*

• *Don’t ever end a sentence with a 
preposition.

• Q: How do you think the way journalists and 
news organizations present their stories on-
line will evolve? A: We’re seeing more and 
more rich content online. Instead of just text 
and photos, we’re now seeing more and more 
videos. This will continue into the future.--
Mark Zuckerberg/Founder Facebook



• Job Posting: Fusion is expanding digital 
video efforts

• Upworthy: from headlines and curating to 
original reporting and videos

• Wall Street Journal devoting more 
resources to produced videos

SIGNS OF THE  TIMES



The Wall Street Journal? Really?



TYPES OF VIDEO 
NEWS STORIES

• READER

• VOICE OVER  (VO)

• VO SOT (VOICE OVER + SOUND BITE) 

• PACKAGE



VO (Voice Over)



WRONGFUL DEATH SUIT 
Student Name and Date 
 
((SCOTT PELLEY ON CAMERA)) 
 
OTS: WRONGFUL DEATH SUIT 
 
 
 
((VO)) 
At :00 
Runs :21 
 
STILLS 
 
 
 
ARREST VIDEO 
 
 
 
 
TRT :26  (:21 + :05 ) 

 
((ANCHOR)) 
 
THE FAMILY OF SANDRA BLAND 
FILED A WRONGFUL DEATH 
LAWSUIT TODAY… 
 
((VO)) 
…THREE WEEKS AFTER SHE WAS 
FOUND HANGING IN A TEXAS JAIL. 
 
HER DEATH WAS  RULED A 
SUICIDE BUT THE FAMILY 
DISPUTES THAT. 
 
AMONG THOSE NAMED IN THE 
SUIT ARE THE TROOPER WHO 
ARRESTED BLAND AFTER THE 
MINOR TRAFFIC VIOLATION AND 
TWO JAILERS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OTS = Over The Shoulder 
TRT = Total Running Time (The length of the VIDEO including an extra five 
seconds (:05) at the end. The :05 of pad is added to make sure you don’t run 
out of video while the anchor is still reading. 

2-COLUMN SCRIPT (VO)



VO SOT 
VOICE OVER + SOUND 

BITE



MINIMUM WAGE PROTEST 
Student Name Date 
((PATRICIA SILVA ON CAMERA)) 
 
OTS:  FAST FOR 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
((VO)) 
At :00    
Runs   :13 
 
CITY HALL 
 
PROTESTORS 
 
 
 
((SOT)) 
CG: GILDA VALDEZ 
        Campaign President 
At  : 13  
Runs :14         
 
((SOT)) 
CG: MARIA RODRIGUEZ 
USC Student 
At  :27           
Runs  :11 
 
((PATRICIA ON CAMERA)) 
At   :38   
Runs :06    
 
 
TRT  :49     (:44 + :05 pad) 

((ANCHOR)) 
 
THE FIGHT FOR FIFTEEN CONTINUED 
TODAY. 
 
MORE THAN A DOZEN WOMEN WHO HAD 
BEEN FASTING FOR TWO WEEKS 
STORMED THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING TO 
PUSH FOR A CITY-WIDE FIFTEEN DOLLAR 
MINIMUM WAGE. 
 
((VO)) 
THE WOMEN HAVE BEEN FASTING 
OUTSIDE CITY HALL FOR THE PAST TWO 
WEEKS TO RAISE AWARENESS FOR THE 
CAMPAIGN TO RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE. 
 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE CAMPAIGN SAYS 
AN EXTREME MEASURE LIKE THIS IS THE 
ONLY WAY TO GRAB ANYONE’S 
ATTENTION. 
 
((SOT)) 
48 percent of workers in Los Angeles earn less 
than 15 dollars an hour. And of the 48 percent 
of the workers in Los Angeles that are under 15 
dollars an hour, two-thirds of those workers are 
women. 
 
((SOT)) 
There are people who aren’t making fifteen 
dollars an hour that are being paid with really 
low wages here in the city. That is their reality. 
They can actually not afford to buy their 
groceries. 
 
((ON CAMERA TAG)) 
THE FAST WILL END TOMORROW BUT ONE 
OF THE WOMEN SAYS SHE WILL GO TO 
SACRAMENTO TO PUSH FOR A WAGE 
INCREASE ALL OVER CALIFORNIA. 
 



WRITING TIPS

• Thoroughly understand the story.  That’s 
called reporting.

• Identify the W’s and the H before you start 
writing

• Write the way you would TELL the story

• One idea per sentence. Simple.

• Don’t waste words telling viewers what 
they can see.



QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF 
EARLY AND OFTEN

• What’s my opening shot? 

• What’s my best picture?

• What’s the best first sound bite and how 
do I get there?

• What’s the structure? Have a plan and keep 
revising it. Beginning, middle, and strong end



SOUND BITES (SOT)

• LENGTH-- usually no more than :15

• WHEN--first SOT NO LATER than :10 into 
the story. Sooner is often better

• NATURAL SOUND counts and is often 
the best way to lure your viewer in and set 
the hook. Weave it throughout the story.

• Writing into and out of SOT’s



LOGGING

• These are YOUR notes. As you’re screening 
the footage you’re thinking about the script.

• You aren’t a stenographer. 

• Sound bites--as precise as time permits. 
Know the exact length.

• B-roll--Identify the best shots to tell the 
story, the moments that can be used for 
transitions.



PILOT ARRESTED
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rs9MdODdfU

A small plane crashed on Interstate 5  about three miles northwest of Castaic just before noon. You call the California Highway Patrol 
station in Newhall because it’s located closest to the crash site. Sgt Lewis Hall confirms the following:

-A field sobriety test was administered to the pilot
-The pilot’s blood alcohol level was .04 percent  which is well above the legal limit for private pilots
-The pilot is identified as 53-year-old Marc South of Elroy, Arizona
-The pilot departed Arizona early that day and made stops in Blythe and La Verne on his way to Sacramento
-South was arrested on misdemeanor charges of operating an aircraft while under the influence
-South was booked at the Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff’s station jail

On the phone (not recorded) Sgt. Hall tells you: The pilot told the responding CHP officers that his airplane’s engine failed, which 
stopped the propeller and forced him to try an emergency landing on I-5 North. It appears he crashed after clipping the top of a moving 
Ford mini-van. The occupants of that vehicle were not hurt. The plane came to rest at the Lake Hughes Exit. The CHP officers on the 
scene reported that South smelled strongly of alcohol and failed field sobriety tests. Although he declined medical treatment he was 
taken to Newhall Memorial Hospital for observation. When released he was taken to jail. South posted bail and is scheduled to be 
arraigned September 10 at the Newhall Courthouse.

On the web site of the NTSB—National Transportation Safety Board—a preliminary report of the crash contains the following 
information:
--Aircraft: Ercoupe 415-C registration N2542H
--No injuries
--Force landed after a loss of engine power
--Upon touchdown the airplane’s wing clipped a van and the airplane came to rest inverted. The airplane sustained substantial damage
--The airplane departed Brackett Field, La Verne at 11:11, en route to Sacramento.
--Visual meteorological conditions prevailed and no flight plan had been filed
--According to the Federal Aviation Administration, the pilot’s certification had been suspended



SHOOTING TIPS

• Check your equipment. Duh, right? 

• Use a tripod unless you can’t use a tripod

• Shoot sequences



SHOOTING 
SEQUENCES

•  Continuity

• Compress time

• Professional quality

• Anticipate the action



WHAT TO SHOOT?

• Close-up (CU) of the hands

• Close-up of the face

• Medium shot of the person

• Over the shoulder shot of the action

• Wide Shot to establish the person

• When you start editing you will be so 
happy you have options



PACKAGES
Now the fun starts



PACKAGES...
• great characters

• great shot selection

• natural sound throughout

• pacing 

• well-written

• series of reveals

• BE AMBITIOUS


